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| PHILIP. L 21. 
For to me to live is Chriſt, and to die 
i Gam, 


HE . furniſhes 
us with the b in 
the World lt one. of the 

« greateſt, and yet one of the 
moſt common Evils of human Life, vis. 
the Fear of Death. To deliver us from 
this Evil, as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews 
tells us, was one of the powerful Mo- 
tives that drew down the Son of God 
from the Realms of Glory, to tale on him 
our Nature, and ſuffer in it, as we read 
in Heb: 2. 15. He alſo himſelf took part of 
Fleſh and Blood, that thro Death he might de- 
ſtroy him that had the Power of Death, that is 
the Devil, and deliver them, who, thro Fear 
Death, were all their Life-time ſubject to 

e. The Heathen World were ſub- 
ject to this Fear in a particular manner: 
Death was to them indeed the King of 
Terrors, according to the Apoſtle, Row: 
9. 22: For we know that the whole Crea. 
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Ver. 15. 


Ver. 18. 


A Sermon on the Death of 


tion groaneth, and travaileth in Pain together 


until nom; that is, under this Bondage 
of Corruption. And tho the Jews had, 


by the Moſaick and Prophetick Diſpenſa- 
tions, ſufficient Notices of another Life ; 
= Life and Immortality were never ſo 

rought to Light before, as by the Goſpel of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, But 
Chriſtians are deliver'd from this Fear of 
Death, by this great and fundamental 
Truth of the Goſpel, viz. their being 
redeem'd from the Guilt of Sin, which 
alone makes Death really terrible ; For 
the Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength 
of Sin is the Lam; but Thanks be to God 
who hath given us the Victory, thro our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, over Sin, and conſe- 
quently over Death; eſpecially by the 
Promiſe of a glorious Reſurrection, 
when Death ſhall be ſwallow'd up in an 
endleſs Life. And it was this that made 


the Thoughts of Death fit ſo very eaſy 
upon the Mind of that Great Man, the 


Apoſtle Paul. He was at this time impri- 


ſor'd at Rome for the ſake of the Goſpel: 
and having acquainted the Philippians, - 
that ſome, in that City, preachd Chriſt out 

f Envy and Strife, and others of good Will; 


e makes this Reflection, What then? 


Shall this add Affliction to my Bonds? 


No; ſince notwithſtanding every way, whe- 


ther in Pretente or in Truth, Chriſt is ſtill 


pr eac hd, 


" om AA nu aca wok o a£icos 6A AS A _rh wk ® @& 


Mr. Jos EFH STENNET T. 
prtac hd, I therein do rejoice, yea and mill 
rejoice. For I know that this 75 

my Salvation thro your Pr 

the Supply of the Spirit 7 

cording to my _— xpectation and my 
Hope, that in nothing 1 

but that with all 9 as always hit her- 
to, ſo 2 Chriſt ſhall be magnißꝰ d in 
my Body, whether it be by Life or HM Death. 
« All that befals this Body, which is 
« now in Bonds, and impriſon'd for the 
“ fake of Chriſt, let it live, or let it die, 
4 know it ſhall be for the Intereſt and 
« Honour of my Saviour; and if fo, I 
have my end, for theſe are neareſt 
my Heart.” With ſuch a perfect Re- 
ſignation was this Great Apoſtle diſpos'd 
for Life or Death, that he valu'd the one 
only for the Glory of his Redeemer ; 
and he would willingly ſubmit to the 0- 
ther for the ſame reaſon, as either of 
theſe might promote the Name of his 
Lord to the beſt advantage: Whether 
the Divine Providence would ſpin out 
the flender Thread of his Life longer, 
knock of the Shackles from his Feet, 
and ſet open the Priſon-Doors, Chriſt 
ſhall be magnify*d by that, to wit, b 
my further Miniſtry and Service : Or if 
= Body be given to be burnt, or any 
other way I am to be offer'd up a Sacri- 
tice to the Glory of my Great — 
l and 


er for me, and 


eſus Chriſt ; ac. 
ſhall be aſbam d, 


all turn to Ver. 195 
20 


A Sermon on the Death of 
and I ſeal his Religion with my Blood, 
|. Chriſt ſhall be magnify'd by that; 
Ver. 17. knowing that I am ſet up for the De- 

Fence of the Goſpel, Thus the Apoſtle 
ſets his Life his Death in an equal 
Ballance, and entirely leaves it to the 
Choice of Providence to determine the 
Scale either way, that might moſt con- 
duce to the Glory of his Redeemer : For, 
according to the words of my Text, 
to me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain. 
It is for the Intereſt of Chriſt that I 
live; I have conſecrated my Life to 
« his Service; and I live to no other pur- 
„ poſe than to promote his Faith, to 
„ propagate his Goſpel, and to carry on 
« the glorious Deſign of his Redemp- 
« tion: Aud to die is Gain. 


6 


This may be underſtood two ways: | 
| 1ſt. Tn reference to the Truths of the F 
[ Goſpel: My Death ſhall be profitable to | , 
{ the Intereſt of Religion, for this ſhall be F } 
|) witneſs'd by my Blood; and fo, accord- | } 
| ns, hy the Verſe before our B EP « 
{| [hall be magnify d in | my f 
1 Death, His 14.5 ebb he would a 
U have the Philippians know, had a very 4 

cc 


! Ver. 12, good influence this way: But I would ye 

| Fould underſtand, that the things which | < 
bappewd unto me, have fallen out rather | « 
! | unto the furtherance of the Goſpel ; ſo that | « 
j e Bonds in Chriſt. are manifeſs in 22 606 
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Mr. Jos ERH STENNETT. | 
Palace, and in all other Places. That is, 
it is not only manifeſt in the Palace of 


Nero, but throughout all Rome, that I am 
impriſon'd for no other Cauſe than that 


\ 
75 


of Chriſt and his Goſpel. And many of ver. 14. 


the Brethren in the Lord waxing confident 
my Bonds, are much more bold to ſpeak 
the Word without fear. Now tho from 
his Impriſonment it ſelf, others took oc- 
caſion to preach Chrift, purely out of 
Strife and Envy, yet he rejoic'd in this: 
for thus his very Bonds, inſtead of being 
a Diſgrace to himſelf, or an hindrance 
to the Propagation of the Chriftian 
Faith, became the means of further dif- 
fufing the great Truths of the Goſpel. 
And hence we find that ſeveral, even 


of Ner#s Court, were converted to this. 


Faith; for he tells them in the cloſe of 
his Epiſtle, That all the Saints ſaluted 
them, chiefly they that are of Czfar”s Hou 
hold. And by a ftronger Reafon, his 
Martyrdom would have a larger Influ- 
ence this way; for, ſays he, Chap,2.17. But 
if I be offered the Sacrifice and Service 
of your Faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. 
„ That is, if while I am wholly em- 
« ployꝰ'd in rendring you Gentiles an ac- 
% ceptable Sacrifice unto God, my Blood 
«© ſhould be the Libation, ſhould be as 


Ch. 4. 22. 


Ch. 2. 17. 


4 the Wine and Oil pour'd upon the Sa- 


* crifices under the Law; I ſhould re- 
f | | joice 


! 
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4 joice thus to die in your Service for 
& the Confirmation of your Faith, and 
c the Converſion of the Unbelievers: and 


4 ſo my Death ſhall be Gain to the In- 
6 tereſt of Chriſt, as well as my Life.” 
For indeed the Goſpel hath preyaild in 
the World, even by the fierceſt Oppoſi- 
tion that hath been made againſt it ; and 
the Blood of its Martyrs hath ever been 
the Seed of the Church. 


'&®; 
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Again, 2aly. theſe Words may he con- 
ſider'd with reference to himſelf; - to 
die, for him was gain.. © It will be ex- 


« tremely for my Advantage to ſuffer 
« Martyrdom for Chriſt's fake, this will 
« inhance my Glory, and enlarge my e- 
« verlaſting Rewards in another World”. 


He ſhould then be freed from all the 


Troubles and Miſeries of Human Life, 
nay of an Apoſtolick Life; which, ac- 
cording. to our Saviour's Predictions, 


tion, and was to be finiſh'd at laſt by 


Was to be attended by ſevere Perſecu- 


Martyrdom : for they were literally to 


follow their Lord and Maſter, the Cap- 
tain of their Salvation, the General of 


Life, who was himſelf made perfect thro 
Suffering. And in this Senſe the Words 
intirely _= with the following Verſes : 


* 
* 


ive in the Heſb, this is the Fruit 


Ver. 22. But if F 
of my Labour; 142 what I ſball chooſe I 
That is, were jt indeed 


know not, 


6M left 
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left to my Choice, I ſhould' be'in a 
“ Strait. It's true, T am rfectly re- 
4 ſign'd to the Will of Ge . to 
4 ſerve my Redeemer by my Life, or 
to honour him by my Death; but 
«were it left to my own Determination, 
I could not know which to chooſe: for 
Jam in a ſtrait betwixt two, theſe 
„two, Life and Death.“ Having 4 de- 
ſre to depart, and ro be with Chriſt, which 
1c far better. This indeed is far bet- 
I ter for me, were I to regard my own 
immediate Intereſt :? Nevertheleſs to a- 
bide in the Fleſh ſome time longer, is more 
necdful for ou. The Words taken in this 
2 as they particularly refer to the 
Apoſtle's ſuffering Martyrdom ; for him 
to die after this manner was Gain in- 
deed. If there is any Glory in Heaven 
greater than other, if there be any De- 
grees in Happineſs, and if there be a Pro- 
portion of Rewards, as to be ſure there 
is, they that have the Honour to ſeal 
the true Religion with their Blood, and 
ſacrifice all other Conſiderations to it, 
ſhall have a diſtinguiſt'd Bleſſedneſs. 
Who can tell the Happineſs of being the 
Sons of God? Beloved, ſays the Apoſtle 
John, nom are we the Sans of God: But 


this me know, . pA when Chriſt ſhall appear, 


we aa be lite him; * we ſhall ſee him as 


919 ii! he 


it does not yet appear what we ſhall be; but 


g: 
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he u. Much leſs can we conceive the 


glorious Advantages of being the mar- 
tyr'd Sons of God; ſo that in this re- 
ſpect to die is Gain indeed. However it is 
not only Gain to die the Death of Mar- 
tyrs and Apoſtles, but if we accommo- 
date the Words to all true Chrittians, 
and more eſpecially to thoſe, who labour 


in the Word and Doctrine; it is certain, 


that their Death is their Gain, even tho 
Hy have not the Glory of Martyr- 
Om. i "oi bas Ihe 4 


" ""Thiels Words, are: othorwifoiremtcetd. | 


Calvin tranſlates them, Chriſt is gain to 
me in living and in dying: And ſome 


others much after the ſame; manner, 
Chriſt is. gain to me both in Life and 


Death. But as the Words are introduc'd 
as a Rea ſon of the Apoſtle's intire Devo- 
tion of himſelf to the Service of his Lord 
in the former Verſe, they are, as they are 
here render'd, more agreeable both to 
the Senſe of the Apoſtle, and the literal 


Conſtruction of the Original; for It was 


the peremptory and Heroick Reſolution 
of the Apoſtle, to magnify his Saviour 
in his Body, whetlier by Life or by 
Death; And the Honour of his Lord 
being tlie great End He had in View, 
Life or Death were indifferent to him, 


and He was no otherwiſe determin'd for 
either, than as that ſhould promote the 


Intereſt 
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Intereſt of Chrift. Nay, tho he was in 
a ſtrait beeween Life and Death, and if 
it were left to him he knew not which to 
chooſe; not but that he ſeems moſt inclin'd 
to the latter; having a deſire to depart 
and to be with Chriſt, which was far 
better: yet he ſuſpended his Defire or 
Choice of Death, which he knew woul 
be ſo extremely beneficial ro himſelf, 


upon this very account, becaufe to live 


would be then more needful for the 
Churches. ba 

The Words in this light give us theſe 
two Heads of Diſcourſe. - | 


I. That che Life of a Chriſtian ſhould 
be wholly devoted to the Intereſt 


and Service of Chriſt. 


II. That the Death of a Chriſtian is 
his real Gain. | 15 


As to the Firſt, That the Life of 4 
Chriſtian ſhould be wholly devoted to the 
Intereſt and Service of Chriſt. Thus 
was it with this great Apoſtle; for to 
him to live was Chriſt after a peculiar 


manner, as He had nothing more at 
heart than the Honour and Intereſt of 


his Lord. So, That, this was the only 


End of his Life, and the great Motive to 
him to live, appear'd throughout the 
Whole Series of it. The Apoſtle * in 

5 B 2 this 


12 


4 Sermon on the Death of, 


this matter, is the brighteſt Example we 


have in the Goſpel: any one that reads his 


Hiſtory will ſoon perceive that his Life 


was the moſt active, the moſt goon 


- the moſt painful that ever was ſpent in the 


Service of his Redeemer. He himſelf tells 
us with the utmoſt Modeſty, and aſcri- 
bing all to the Grace of God; that he 
labour'd more abundantly. than all the 
Apoſtles: I am the leaſt of the Apoſtles, 


and one that am not meet to be callid an 


Apoſtle, becauſe I perſecuted the Church of 
God. But by the Grace of God I am what 
Jam; and his Grace that was beſtom'd up- 
on me, was not in vain; but I labour d 
more abundantly than they all, yet not I, 
but the Grace of God that was in me, 
1 Cor. 15. 10. And in 2 Cor. 11. 23. to 
the end of the Chapter, he gives us a 
large Account of his Life, So that he 

ave ſufficient demonſtration, that he 
fir d for no other End than the Service 
of his Lord, that this was the chief 
Buſineſs and Concern of his Life. And 
are not we oblig' d to imitate this great 
Example? And tho every Chriſtian can- 
not be an Apoſtle, much leſs move in ſo 
uncommon a Sphere in the Chriſtian 
Church as the Apoſtle Paul, yet it is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of every Chriſtian, to 


ſerve his Lord according to his Capacity, 


to glorify his Saviour, and devote his 
| Life, 


r — had 


Apoſtle bids theſe Ph 
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Life, fuch as it is, intirely to his Intereſt. 
We are ſo to live to him, as if we liv'd ſor 


no other purpoſe; For, ſays the Apoſtl 

he died for us, that they who live 22 — 
henceforth live to themſelves, but to him 
who died for them. As his Death was de- 
Ggn'd for the Salvation of all that beliey*d 
in him, ſo the Lives of all who are inte- 
reſted in his Death, ſhould in Juſtice as 
well as Honour and Gratitude, be devoted 
to him: What, know ye not, ſays the Apo- 


ſtle to the Corinthians, that your Body is the 


Temple of the Holy Ghoſt which is in you, 
and which you have of God? and you are 
not your own, for you are bought with 4 
Price, even the precious Blood of Chriſt : 
And being bought with fuch a Price, viz. 
the full Value of Life, the Holy Spirit hath 
taken poſſeſſion of you, and ſealed you as 
his own Property. And what is the Infe- 


rence, Therefore glorify God in your Body 


and in your Spirits, which are God's: God's 


by a right of Purchaſe, and the Poſſeſſion 


of his Spirit 2 upon it. And the 

ilippians, to look not 
every Man on his own things, but every Man 
alſo on the things of others, Chap. 2. 4. Not 
that the Apoſtle would have Chriſtians to 
be Buſy-bodies, and by a contentious Cu- 
rioſity pry into the Affairs of Families; 
but His meaning is, a Chriſtian is not to 


confine his Concern only to his own Hap- 


pineſs, 
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4. Sermon on the Death ß 

ineſs, but is generouſſy to intereſt him- 
ſelf in the Weifare of his Fellow-Crea- 
tures: for He would have the fame 
Mind, as in reaſon there ought to be, in 
all the Diſciples of Chriſt that was in 
their Lord and Maſter ;- the ſame gene- 
rous Diſpoſition, the very ſame Inclina- 
tion todo good to the Bodies and Souls 
of Men. Thus for every Chriſtian to 
live ſhould be Chriſt, nothing ſhould be 
ſo dear and valuable to him as the In- 
tereſt of his Lord ; it ſhould appear thro- 
out his whole Life, that he hath always 
the Honour and Name of his Redeemer 
in view ; be ſo much devoted to him, as 
to be equally prepar'd to live or to die in 
his Service; and be abſolutely reſolv'd, 
as the Apoſtle was, that Chriſt ſhall be 
magnify'd in his Body, whether it be by 
Life or by Death; and if he lives in the 
Fleſh, make it worth his while, as the 
Original _ be tranſlated, by enga- 
ging himſelf to the beſt advantage for his 
Lord : tho which to chuſe, if it were left 
to him, he ſhould hardly know; and 
{ſhould be ina ſtrait between two, having 
however a deſire to-depart and to be 
with Chriſt, which is far better; For, to 
fuch a Man to die will be Gain. And 


this is the ſecond Head of Diſcourſe, 


II. That Death is a real Advantage to 4 
ſincere Chriſtian; to die is his true In- 
tereſt. 
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tereſt. However neceſſary our Abode 
in this World may be for the Service of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel, for the ſake of 
which at leaſt a delay of our own Hap- 
pineſs muſt be preferable; yer if we 


make a _ imate of the things of 
this World, and are well appris'd of the 
Glories of being with Chriſt, we ſhall 
find as to our immediate Intereſt, to de- 
part, to die, ſince this 1s the way to be 
with Chriſt, is far better; tho if we are 
ſerviceable to Religion, it be then, -and 
only tien, for our real Advantage to re- 
main in this World, at leaſt ſo long as 


time of our Departure comes, we ſhall 
ay ory that the: Proſpect 
or us; ſo happy, that the Pr 

1 — {ay wich the 
Apoſtle, We are always confident; there- 

fore bong always in perfect Heart, au 
| knowing that whilſt we are at home in the 
Body, we are abſent. frum the Lord; for we 
walk by Faith, and nor by Sight. We are 
in perfect Heart, I ſay, and therefore 
willing to be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord; for it's by 
the way of the Grave, that we are to 
enter upon Immortality. If then we 
conſider more particularly, that for a 
Servant of Chriſt's to die, is to make 
the gainful Exchange of — 

| cate 


Providence pleaſes: but whenever the 
of the Scene very hap- 


2 
T 


15 


2 Cor. 5. 
6, 7 8. 


res 
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16 4 A Sermon on the Death of 
State of Life for a perfect ope, 


V. 


of a trous: 
bleſom and miſerable State for a Liſe of 
pure Felicity and unmixed Happineſs, and 
of a frail and mortal Life for Immortality 
and Eternal Life; we ſhall find that it 
is ſuch a Man's Intereſt to die. An 
As to the Firſt of theſe: There is no 
Perfection, ſtrictly ſpeaking, in this Life; 
there is no ſuch thing as ꝓerfect Know- 
ledg, or perfect Holinels, or perfect 
Eaſe. The: moſt advanc'd Knowledg is 
mixed with Ignorance and Error. There 
is no Man ſo perfect in Holineſs, as ne- 
ver to tranſgreſs or come ſhort of his 
Duty: There is no Man ſo perfectly at 
Eaſe, as to have nothing that gives him 
Diſpleaſure; but in the other State, there 
is perfect Knowledg, perfect : Holineſs, 
moſt intimate Knowledg of God, and 
all neceſſary Truth: Mie all with open Face, 
in « Gleſ,, behold. the Glory of the Lord, 
and are chang d fram Glory to Glory, as by 
the Spirit of the Lord; that is, we do, 
under the Goſpel, With open Face, with 
Faces unveil'd, behold the Glory of the 
Lord, in compariſon: to that obſcure Diſ- 
penſation of the Law: and we all be- 
* Au. hold the Glory of the Lord as ina Glaſs *, 
bal. in a Riddle; which is a very obſcure 
Form of Speech, in compariſon to that 
bright State of Knowledg we ſhall have 
. 8 in 
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jn the other World. Aud now we know 


251 a in park; but when that oil oj 


7 Child, I anderſtogd as a Child; but when I 
7 Lecame 4 Man, I put away childiſh things. 
n And the like Difference, as if the Apoſtle 
» 
; 
7 
; 


had added, will there be between our 
Knowledg now, and our Kngwleds then: 
Tor now we ſee thro. 4 Glaſs darkly, bat then 
we ſball ſee Face to Face; we ſhall, contem- 
plate Truth with the greateſt Nearneſs 
and Perſpicuity. Now I know but in 
part, but then I ſhall know even as I 
am known; Fat is, then we ſhall have 
a very dear, diſtin and comprehenſive 
Knowledg of God and Truth, Now we 
walk by Faith, and Faith is only the Evi- 
dence of things not ſeen, and the Sub- 
ſtance of things hop'd for; but this o- 
ther happy State is a State of Light. Our 


more direct: Our intellectual Powers 
and Faculties will be rais'd and refin'd to 
ſuch a degree of Strength, that we ſhall 
know the Nature and Attributes of 
God, and all profitable Truth, after a 
more perfect manner than we are capa- 
ble of in this State of Frailty. Here we 
are liable to a great many Miſtakes and 
2 Rs 'C Errors, 


Kyowledg is come which is perfeſ, then that 
wowledg which is but in part ſhall be done 
away. When F was s Child, I ſpoke 4 4 
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Knowledg of God and Truth will be Cx 
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"i N our Minds are biafs'd wp various 
N Prejudices. We are apt not only to have 
il. *confugd Apprehenſionsof a Supfeme Be- 
1 and Truth, but falſe Covrrptidgs 
uſt in this other State, the Strength of 
i" our Faculties and the Chearnefs of our | N 
1 Knowledy will ſet us abſolutely free 
J from all Frror and Miſtake. O! happy in 
1 and glorious Change! ho that eonffcers v 
0 the Imperfections of his on Mind, the x 
* Prejuſhovs which attend bin, and Make . 
kt him equent ma Wrong 
it ment; who 1 how Nedle th ; 
0 knows of God and ef the Nature of e 
15 things, would not willingly leave this t! 
fl! dark and ignorant World, to enter into 8 
Fil thoſe ble Regions "of Licht and fr 
kl Knowledy'? ene TED 19) vi 
Wl! Again, in this other State there is per- x 
1 ſect Holineſs. In this World there Yo 1 
5 Man that lives and ſins not: out very Na- . 
„ tures are depra wd; weare born with hi- 0 
"bl aſs to Buil, and we bring the Seeds of Cor- ff 
. ruptioh into the World With us. The moſt f 
'q i | advaned Chriſtian hath teaſon toſay with I ; 
"i the Apoſtle Paul, Owrerchell Man a an c 
M who ſhall deliver me'from this Body of Sin | { 
| i Death? But in that otherState there will J 
"ki be no Sin. By Death we intirely put IN } 
" -off our dorrahe Natures.” In Heaven We 
| ſhall have fo evil Inclinätions to mor- 
| j hh x ; no proud Thought or Imagination 
1 50 
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to br 
verſen 


ing into ſubjection; no more Per- 
ie or Obſtinacy in our Wills; no 


know no more what bel 6 
Revenge, Ambition, and the Deſiręs 

the Fleſh which pollute and enſlave the 
Mind ; Temptations to Sin ſhall ceaſe, as 
well as Sin it ſelf, for ever. Here we 
incounter a World of Temptations ; 
whether they proceed from the evil 
Frame of our Natures, from the Pow 
er of Example; from the Riches, and 
Honours, and Pleaſures of Life; from 
Poverty, Sickneſs, Perſecution, and the 
common Miſeries' of Mankind; from 
the Influence of our Prejudices and the 
Strength of our Paſſions; or whether 
from the inviſible Power of evil Spi- 
rits: all that we can poſſibly do, thro 
Divine Grace, is. little enough to make 
us overcome them, and arrive at any 
tolerable degree of Vertue. But in the 
other World we ſhall be intirely freed 
from all theſe; we ſhall enjoy a per- 
fection of Piety and Vertue. And is it 
not our Intereft; is it not our Gain to 


die? Is it not our Ad vantage to be con- 


form'd to the Will of God? Is it not our 
Happineſs to be glorioufly affimilated, 
both in our Bodies and Minds, to our 


bleſſed Saviour, Who is the Standard of 
Glory? For this we know, that when. our 


E. Savi. 


more Confuſion in our Paſſions: we ſhall. 
to Malice, 
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Sermon on the Death.of 


Saviour ſhall appear, we 'ſball be like him j 


for we (ball ſee him as he is. 


Again, In this other State there will 
be perfect Satisfaction. And this is the 


ſecond thing I mention'd, that a Chriſtian 


by Death makes the happy Exchange of 
a very troubleſom and miſerable Lite at 
the beſt, for a Life of pure Felicity and 
Happineſs. No Man is at perfect Eaſe 


in this World ; for put a Man in the moſt. 


agreeable Circumſtances imaginable, ſup- 
pale him to have a large Fortune, a 
ound State of Health, a Competency of 


good Senſe, and a ſufficient Compaſs of 


Knowledg ; ſuppoſe. him to have a good 
natural Temper, to have a clear and un- 
blemiſh'd. Reputation; to be as happy 
in his Relations as it is-poſſible for a Man 
to be, and he himſelf of a generous and 
frank. Diſpoſition: and add to all theſe, 
ſuppoſe him to be truly Religious. I 
ſay, ſuppoſe ſuch a Caſe as this ; (for: 
perhaps there is hardly one Man in the 
World that enjoys all theſe Circumſtan- 
ces together) yet it is impoſſible that this 
Man ſhould enjoy perfect Eaſe without: 
{ome mixture of Diſſatisfaction; for ſince; 
we ſuppoſe him to be Religious, Anger 


and Diſpleaſure at himſelf, Shame and 


Regret, Sorrow and Grief are his indiſpen - 
fable Duty, Nay, they are a part of his 
Happineſs, becauſe there is nq Man lives 


21 & 


* resse ener erer rA Eee 


and 


fee away, Ia. 35. and the laſt. 
Lamb which is in the midſt of the Throne, 
ſhall feed them, and ſhall lend them to living 


Mr. Jos E P H STENNE TT. 
and ſins not; and ſenſe of Sin and Guilt, 
and how ſhort he comes of his Duty, 
and the Glory of God, muſt make him 
uneaſy, even at the ſame time that they 


are neceſſary to make him happy. On 


the other hand; if you do not ſuppoſe 


him truly Religious, if with all the other 
happy Circumſtances he is a wicked 
Man; then it is impoſſible he ſhould have 


any true real Eaſe and Satisfaction at all: 
but in this other State there will be 


unmix'd Felicity, there will be no ſenſe 
of Guilt: there can be no Diſappoint- 


ment, no Affliction, no fear of God's 
Diſpleaſure; no doubt of his Love, or 


of our own; no trouble of Conſcience; 


no wounded Spirit, no Diſtemper of 


Body, nor Imperfection of Mind. Our 
Troubles and Diſſatisfactions may go 
with us to our Graves, but they ſhall be 
for ever buried there, never to riſe again. 


The ranſom*d of the Lord ſhall return and 
come to Sion with Songs, and everlaſting 
Joys upon their Heads: they ſhall obtain Joy 
and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing 72 
Bir the 


Fountains of Water, and God ſhall ' wipe a+ 
way. all Tears from their Eyes, Rev. 7. 17. 
And certainly there 1s no Man that is 
truly ſenſible of the Vanity of all things 


here 


21 


Ls 


— 


> > _ — 2 * 4 _— —— e — 8 — p ps 0 = . _ — my 7 — 2 . >>, - . 
— % = 2 3 2 IT WE NESS * — = = 4 SG oper ee. 12238 Z 3 „ , 3 8 7 
. 7 — — a o — — * 607 2 — * . 393 4--<+ - _— —< - I» <- _ ry a Ss © - — .  —_— bs —— - < l S- 4 r 2 0 

4 1 D © — _ - —— _ = ——_ - % _ - A _— ox — — 2 & P M 

— — : g - Y - _ a WD. LIE 2 K 21 2 — = — — — 

- x — Y 2 ha = =» 4 . , R - * D — WL 5 — & 
, 2 - 4 _ * * * —_— 2. 
p - — — 


———— E - We AS. — 
22 4 d - * a>” - = 
= Kd. >= <LI =—_ * 


rr 


r = 


—— q ——— 
— — 


— — — 
— ETEERSE 
- . — 


————— 


here below ; the little Satisfaction that's 
poſſibly. to be had under the moſt happy 


"Circumſtances ; the various Diſappoint- 
ments we meet withal in our feveral 


Schemes of Pleaſure; the many little 
Incidents which diſeompoſe us, and the 
innumerable ways there are of making 
us uneaſy here: No Man, I fay, can 
ſeriouſly advert to theſe things, with» 


out having a very — Value for that 
e 


State which ſhall ſet us at perfect Li- 
berty from them, put us at an infi- 
nite diſtance from all manner of Evils, 
and fix us in a Condition of perfect Se- 
renity at God's Right Hand, where there 


is Fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures — evere 


more; where we ſhall be perfectly Holy, 


and conſequently perfectly Happy; where 


we ſhall have perfect Communion with 
God, enjoy the glorious Society of our Re- 


deemer, and the moſt intire Amity and 
Friend ſhip with bleſſed Angels and glo- 
rify'd Saints. Oh! bleſſed State, Oh! 
happy Change. If this be to die, who 


would not embrace Death with open 
Arms? Death is no longer 


an Immortal and Endleſs Life, it is Gain 


indeed to die. For add Eternity to a 


. Per- 
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King of 
Terrors, but the Harbinger of Glad- 

tidings. And if we add to all this, that 
for a true Chriſtian to die, is to make 
an Exchange of a Frail and Mortal, for 
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perfection of Knowledg and Holineß, 
and there will be Fulneſs of Joy and ' 
Pleaſure. After this Confiderazion; 0 
Death, where * k O Gravr, where 
* thy Vieoly % Gol, who hath 
| (nem Pu rar d18 Tf efas 
ho hath thut aboliff# 255 
pin; 7 Life and a 40 to L 
Oh! ho 25 not deſire to ry 
ſince it is to be with Chrift? Who 
would not be abſent from the 
ſeeing it Ar er with 


ide e Ot, ark 
' Mavidh chi dus Fave this yery 
ble Doctrine of our Hb N er 880 


make 55 5% p ng Pra ial Re 7 eons 

In the 1 ce: From "Apoftle 
Gayig, tes to die was his Gain; and to 
depatt nd to be witK'Chrift, was/much "TY 
aer than to live; we may julkly in- 

e Souls of thoſe Wha believe 
infects mmediateſy upon their ep; 
from their Bodies, de ile 4 State of 
Bleſſedneſs: for eHe tow could tile Apo- 
ſtle talk of being abſent from the Body, 
in order to his being preſent Wich 44 
Lord? Nor can af Account poſſibly 
be given; how ſuch a Man as the Apo- 
ſtle Paul could be in a ſtrait which" to 
chooſe, whether Life or Death ; if his 
Soul, after Death, was to be as —_ 

e 
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\ \ 
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ſible as his Body. Can we imagine that 
I the Apoſtle, * Was fo zealous for the 


Intereſt of his Saviour, could profes 2 
State of lutenbbilie to a Life ſo quali- 


fy'd to promote his Glory? Was it any 
part of the Apoſtle's Happineſs in Life, 
to be under the Influence of ſo glerious 
a Principle as Love to Chriſt ? And could 
he prefer to this, a State void of all Love, 
and which muſt render him perfectly un- 
capable of exerting the leaſt Defire to- 
wards, the ador'd, Object of his Soul? 
No! had he not been well aſſur'd tha 
to die would be his Gain, his Mind coul 
not have been in ſuſpence in a Caſe, that 
otherwiſe was ſo very plain. 
ah have bene good geben ge 
quently. to contemplate our latter End. 
What we regard as our Gain and Inte. 
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ing diſagreeable to us; we ſhall often vi- 
ſit the Chambers of the Dead, and regard 
Death as a Paſſage only to eternal * | 
3h. We may hence eaſily account for 
that Diſtribution of Good and Evil, in 
the Divine Governance, which to us ap- 
pears unequal in this preſent State of 
things. If in this Life only the perſecuted 
Chriſtin hadhope, he would beofall men 
ſy 8 mo 
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| moſt miſerable ; but if we conſider the 

| Gain of his Death, it is eaſy to juſtify 
Divine Providence in the ſevereſt part 

of its Diſcipline, When indeed a Man 

takes a View of Human Nature, and 

ſees what a Profuſion of Power, and 
Riches, and Honours is lodg'd in the 

hands of Men, who act fo far beneatH 

the Dignity of their Nature, that they 

juſtly deſerve the Character of Mon- 

ſters and Brutes, it's enough to ſhock the 

moſt religious Mind : But when He con- 

ſiders their End, and goes into the Sanc- 

tuary of God, like the Pſalmiſt, he can ea- 

ſily reconcile theſe Difficulties of Provi- 

dence. Therefore the Apoſtles were con- 
tinually animated, under their various 
Sufferings, by the Promiſe of the Glo- 

ries of an Eternal World, and the Pro- 

ſpect of for ever living and reigning with 

Chriſt, once their ſuffering, but now 

their triumphant Lord. We are trou- 2 Cor. 4; 
bled on every ſide, yet not diſftreſs'd ; we $9980 
are perplex'd, but not in Deſpair; perſec u- 
ted, hut not forſaken ; caſt down, but not 
deftroyd: Always bearing about in the Body 
the dying of the Lord Jeſus, that the Life 
'alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in our 
Body: And tho our outward Man periſh, 
our inward Man is renew'd day by day. 
And what was the Principle of this 
Greatneſs of Mind? What was it that 
D thus 
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2 Cor. 4. Twas this bleſſed Proſpect: For our light | 
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A Sermon on the Death of ; Se 
thus gave a continual Supply of Vigour 
to the Soul, and renew'd it day by day? 


Afﬀliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal | 
weight of Glory. While we look not at the 
things which are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen ; for the things wbich are 
Veen are Temporal, but the things which are | 
not ſeen are Eternal. For we Bi that if | 
our Earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle were | 
diſſolv d, we have 4 Building of God, an 
Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in tht | 

Heavens. | 
4ly. and Laſtly, This Conſideration . 
ſhould eaſily reconcile us to Death, to WrV 
our own, and that of our moſt intimate C 
Friends and Relations. Why ſhould we th 
grieve that we our ſelves are, in a ſhort Mia 
time, to be taken from the Miſeries and 
Evils of this frail, this ſinful State; or 
that our Friends are already made hap- 
py before us? It is true, the Author of 
our Being hath wiſely order*d our Frame 
after ſuch a manner, that the Deſire of 
Lite is natural to us, and conſequently} 
is not eaſily to be extinguiſh'd. and 
on the other hand, it is hard to ſuppreſs] 
our paſhonate Griefs for the Loſs off 
Friends and Relations, endear'd to us by 
a thouſand engaging Qualities : but yet] 
it is poſſible to hold our own Lives as in- 
differently 


, 
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differently as the Apoſtle did his. And 
Wit is certainly our Duty, according to 
him, not to ſorrow as the Heathens, 


or as thoſe that had no Hope. But 


Jet we muſt be inſenſible to the laſt de- 
Free, even to Stupidity, if we are not in- 
SMimately affected with the Death of that 
Nreat Man that occaſion'd this Diſcourſe. 


To him to live was Chriſt indeed, for 


She very early devoted himſelf to the Ser- 
Price of his Redeemer. From 4 Child he 


knew the Holy Scriptures, and this made 


of others, thro Faith which is in 
/t Jeſus. For he made ſo good a ſtart 
is way, that it was the peculiar Satiſ- 
faction of his religious Parents, and the 


Admiration of all who then were ac- 
gquainted with him. I am very ſenſible 
Lam now undertaking an unequal Task, 
BW whilſt I attempt the Character of this 
eminent Servant of Chriſt: His whole 
Life was one continual Series of Labour 
Wand intenſe Application to promote the 
great Truths of the Goſpel ; he intirely 
bent his Studies this way; and the un- 
common Accompliſhments that adorn'd 
his Mind and Lite, were all directed for 
the Intereſt of his Lord: like the Apo- 
ſtle he reſoly'd, that all his great Capa- 


Cities ſhould ceatre here. 
g D 2 


He 


wiſe to Salvation, his own, and 


"1 
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: He made, by the force of his own Ge+ 
nius and Induſtry, under many Difadvan- 
tages, a very great Progreſs in ſubſtan- 
tial, uſeful and polite Learning and 
Knowledg. And how cloſely he thought, 
and with what Advantage he read, ap- 
pear'd very evident from his Performans | | 
ces in the Pulpit, and from the Prefs. _ 
With what Clearneſs and Perſpicuity 
would he explain the Holy Scriptures * | 
with what juſt Criticiſm would he ſet . | 
them in their true and proper Light! 1 « 
How rightly would he then divide the 
Word of Truth! How free and natural 
was his Method | How cloſe and diſ- v 
tint, and yet how various was his Rea- ir 
— Joning! one intire Thred ran thro all the 
parts of his Argument. What advanta- v 
geous Turns would he frequently give Ja 
the Subject he was handling! With | 
what Strength and Poignancy, and yet MW I 
with what Meekneſs and Compaſhon It 
would he overturn the falſe Schemes in M v 
Divinity that others had erected, contra- Hf 
ry to the plain Senſe of the Sacred Re- Wt 
cords ? And when he came to reflect up- W 1 
1 
I 
1 
| 
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on the Truths he had fo well explain'd, | 
and fo inconteſtably prov*d, how would | 
he ſtrike the different Paſſions, engage 
the Affections, and captivate the whole | 
Heart! How ſoft and mclodious was 
his Voice! How ſweet his Accent? How | 
- inſinuating 
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inſinuating his Expreſſions; and, at the 

ſame time, how very correct and polite 

was his Language! 
But we ſhall hear this Angelick Voice 

no more : However (like Abel) tho he is. 

dead, he yet ſpeaks, and will ſpeak by 

his excellent Works, ſo long as Proteſtant - 

Knowledg and Proteſtant Liberty en- 

dure in theſe Kingdoms. 

Of what admirable uſe his Diſcourſes 
upon the Reaſonableneſs and Advantages of © 
an early Converſion have been, there area. 
great many living Witneſſes. WY; 

His Polemical Performance is manag'd Anſwer to 
with an Accuracy peculiar to himſelf, Nuſſen. 
interſpers'd with the moſt agreeable 
Turns of Wit and Satyr; and yet the 
whole is done with the utmolt Candour 

and Gentility. | 

h His Poetry (which was poet on 
Divine Subjects) is capable of pleaſing 

the niceſt Taſte. How ſtrong and ner- 
vous is his Senſe! How muſical and 
flowing his Periods! And as he ſung to 
the beſt Advantage in his laſt printed 
Performance this way; to wit, in his 
Dedication, wherein with ſuch. harmo- Sacramen- 
nious Strength he celebrates the Pra- hn. 
ſes of his Redeemer; ſo he is gone to 
improve this heavenly Taleat in eternal 
Hlallelujahs, bg 9 
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" A Sermon on the Death of GO 
And as he had thoſe uncommon Ac- 
compliſhments, with which God had 
made him thus ſerviceable to the In- 
tereſt of Religion; ſo he was enduw'd. 
with extraordinary Modeſty, that gave 
Beauty and Luſtre to all the re$. For 
notwithſtanding his great Abilities for 
the Pulpit, he never went into it, or 
came out of it, but the Concern of his 
Mind was eaſily diſcern'd in the bluſh of 
his Countenance ; and what he com- 
mends in the Character of his dear Friend 
Mr. Piggott, he practis'd himſelf, and 


never publiſh'd =— of his excellent 


Works, without conſulting even inferior 


* | 
His Piety towards God was very great 
and very exemplary. 4 ws 
_ His Conſtancy and Fidelity to the | 
Principles of his Conſcience, . juſtly re- 
proaches thoſe who, from a Meanneſs of | 
Spirit, ſneak from the Profeſſion of their 
Principles. Very great Offers indeed had 
been made him, which he might have 
enjoy'd too, and yet have retain'd the 
Liberty of profeſſing his Sentiments ; 
but he generouſly refus'd the Emoly- 
ments, ſince he could not comply with 
the Work of them. This muſt have 
been a prodigions Temptation to one, 
who was ſo tender of his Family, ſo am- 
bitious of doing Juſtice as well as Good F 
an 
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and to one too, who continually ftruggl'd 
under ſuch ſtrait Circumſtances, as this 
eminent Servant of Chriſt did. But his 
Soul was too great, and his Love to God 
too intenſe, to ſubmit to bay Tempta- 
rion this way: for he deſpis'd thoſe 
temporal Advantages that had enſnar'd 
ſo many baſe Spirits; and that which 
has been a Temptation to others, may be 


great rejoicing, like that of the Apoſtle, 
was this, That in Simplicity and godl 
Sincerity, not with Fleſhly Wiſdom, but 6 
the Grace of God, he had his Converſation 
in this World: And more abundantly to 
youwards his little Flock. Wen) 

That which perfected his Character as 
a Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter, was his 
univerſal Charity, and his extenſive and 
unfeigned Love to his Brethren. And 


9 *. 


ful, and Steady, and Zealous, without the 
breach of Charity, to aſſert and defend 
thoſe Sentiments in leſſer Matters of Re- 
ligion, wherein he differ'd from his Bre- 
thren; yet the very Spirit of Chriſt con- 
mn breath'd in him. What gene- 
rous Allowances would he make for the 
Prejudices and Imperfections of his 
Chriſtian Brethren! He had always an 
Apology in his Breaſt for their innocent 
Errors. | | 

Nor 
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really ſaid to be none to him. For his 


tho no Man could poſſibly be more Art- 
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Nor was his Prudence leſs conſpicu- 
ous than his other Virtues. This ap- 
pear'd in a very particular manner in 
the management of that nice and criti- W 
cal Province of Reproof; when he could F 
convict, and cauſe Remorſe, without 
leaving any poſſibility of offending be- 
hind him. | 

What Calmneſs, what Patience, what 
Serenity ran through his whole Conduct! 
How ſweet his Mein! how finiſh'd his 
Addreſs! how fine and ſurprizing was his 
Wit! how improving and inſtructing his 
Converſation | and how Polite, how Pe- 
netrating was his Judgment, and how 
regular! Into what a clear and diſtin& 
Method would he at once throw the con- 
fus'd Thoughts of lefſer Minds! Theſe 
excellent Talents did God endow him 
withal, to qualify him for the Work of 
of the Miniitry, for the edifying the Body 
of Chriſt. © 

Nor muſt J forget his Capacity for 
Friendſhip ; this appear'd in a particular 
Inſtance, to wit, the great Concern he 
was in, that his Spirits were ſo very low, 
that he could not finiſh a Poem he had 
begun, and made a conſiderable Progreſs 
in; defign'd for the Memory of his dear 
departed Friend, Mr. John Piggott. In 
which he had theſe Lines amidſt a great 


many others, vis. OE 
Ms ; Bleſs'd 
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- > Bleſs'd Soul ! when thou mas it vigarous and 


 ' How oft I faintly drag*d my Shell along! 

- Thinking the Heavenly Regions to explore 

Long before thou oak touch the Bliſſ- 

re See LTH 1: ETD 

Bat thou haft got the Start, thy Heavenly 
Mind 8 Fr 
Could bear no longer to be here conſin d. 


le was certainly capable of moving in 
a much higher Sphere; and had Divine 
Providence 1 him the Riches and 
Honours that this World venerate even 
to Idolatry, he would have ſhone much 
more to the Advantage of his Perſonal 
Character: but this was reſery'd to a 
much more glorious World. 
There he is advanc'd indeed, where 
all his great- Capacities will have their 
full Improvement, and their full Luſtre. 
For no doubt 'is to be made, (accor- 
ding to-the Account of Glory and Hap- 
pineſs which ourholy Religion furniſhes 
us withal in that other bleſſed World) 
but that according to our Capacities and 
Attainments in this State of Probation, 
we ſhall have a proportionable Share of 
Bliſs and Glory. The more our Reaſon 
is improvꝭd and advanc'd here, the more 
capactous and intenſe will be our Intui- 
| 3 tion; 
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in whom, he had believed.” 
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tion; the larger and more comprehen- 
ſive our Knowledg here, the more ex- 
tenſive ſhall it be there; the firmer our 
Hope, the nearer ſhall be our Viſion; 
the more we do for Chriſt, and the more 
we ſuffer for him, the greater ſhall be 
our Reward in Heaven. A thouſand 
noble Genius's, through one wretched Cir- 
cumſtance of Life or other, are intirely 

loſt and ſuppreſs'd in this World; but 
there every one ſhall ſhine according to 
his Capacity. And if ſo, in what a 
hright Orb of Happineſs and Glory does 
. our dear departed Friend move in the 
Celeſtial Regions! _ _ K 
It was the Proſſ 
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ct of this, that made 
him, near the cloſe of his excellent Life, 
expreſs with a triumphant Joy, his Aſſu- 
Trance of Eternal Glory; ſaying, “ He 
6 rejoiced in the God of his Salvation, 
« who was his Strength and his God; 
that he knew whom he had ſerv'd, and 


His Patience under his very ſevere and 
afflictive Circumſtances was wonderful: 
as he had too much Piety ever to repine 
againſt his God, under the moſt melan- 
choly Providences, ſo his Patience had 
its perfect Work after ſuch a manner, 
that he was never heard to caſt the leaſt 
Reflection upon any, from whom he had 
reaſon to expect better Treatment. 
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Nor 


M.. Jo SsEYH STENNETr. 
Nor was his Life more ſerene than 
is Death; the laſt Words he could ſpeak, 
ind which were to my ſelf, who had the 


1; Mdvantage of his intimate Friendſhip, 
re Were, That he was ans fatisfy*d.? 
be WT he Serenity of his departing Soul ap- 


Wcar'd in the Smiles of his Face, and he 
dreath'd forth his Spirit into the Arms 
df his Redeemer with a victorious Joy. 


If the Grief occaſion'd by this Deceaſe 
become a godly Sorrow, by a juſt Ap- 
plication of our Thoughts to the Voice 
of God's Providence, which ſpeaks ſo 
loudly to us in this ſevere Affliction“; 
would ' fain perſuade my felf, that I 
eed not aggravate to you, the Members 
f his Congregation, your great Loſs; I 
ray God make you truly and wiſely ſen- 
ble of it. And as to your future Con- 
uQ, I ſhall only fay in the words of 
he Apoſtle to theſe Philippians, in the 
eginning of the ſecond Chapter : If there 


nd therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
ul : omfort of Love, if any Fideeſly of the 
ine irie, if « 

| ? 


"7 Bowels and Mercies; Fulfil 
ay 


an- ν s the Apoſtle. Fulfil you 
ad hat which would Have been the Joy of 
er, our faithful Paſtor: that you be like- 
aſt {W1nded, having the ſame Love, being of one 


lccord, of one Mind. Let nothing be done 
rough trife, or V ain-glory. 


It will be well to uſe his own Words: 
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11 im Cure I need: not 5 abt 
"fevers Stroke to his dear Remains; this 
is a Caſe, to uſe his own words, hat 
e Joudl ly calls for Commiſeration, and ca 

„ well ke his mournful Conſort c 
4 out With the Cadet: accents of Sorrow; 
Have pity on me, have Pity bn ane 

< Oh! my, Friends; for the Hand of Gat 

4 hath touched me. Vet let not be 
4 forrowful Soul utterly refuſe to be 

„ comforted, ſince it ought to be ac 
e counted a Favour of Divine N 
4 dence, to have been related * 'to 
8 ſo good Man. 

And may his dear Offspring never for 
get the 3 he gave them with hi 

dying Breath, when he adminiſtred t 
them all the Conſolation and Advice tha 
then lay in his Power: Know, ſays h 
« if you are Good and Religious, | my 
« God will be your God.” 

To conclude : Let us all follow -t 
Faith of this great Man, conſidering th 
End of his Converſation. Our 10 f 

5 his Gain. Tho he is abſent from us, 
is certainly preſent With the Lord. Le 
us therefore ſo conduct our ſelves, tha 
When we are dead, it may be as juſth 
faid of us, as it is of the Reverend De 
ceaſed, That for us to Live is Kl; but 


Die is Gain. 
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